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Teacher's Note

Equality is a value and right that we have tried to understand in the Social ond Politicol Life
series. Over the three years, we have deepened our conceptual understanding of equality. We
have distinguished the idea of formal equality from that of substantive equality and the nead to
move towards establishing the fatter. The impact of inequality on access to resources was looked
atin the context of women's access to education. Rashsuntan Devi and Rokeya Begum's wiitings
paint to women's struggles toovercome this denial. We have often pointed to the Fundaments|
Rights #nshrinez in our Constitution to highlight why equility and the idea of dignity that it
contains ks crucial to the functioning of democracy in Indis.

This unit looks more closely &t the ways in which inequality affects different groups and
rommuities by introducing the concept of marginalisation o exclusion from the mainstream.
The Unit focuses on three groups, namely the Adivasis, the Musiims and the Dalits. These thrae
groups have been chosen because the causés that contribute to each group’s marginalisation
are different and they sometimes experience marginalisation in different ways. In teaching this
unit, the aim should be to help students identify the fBetors that contribute to marginalisation
as well s be able to recognise and empathise with the marginalised. You could heip chiidren
identify the marainalised communities in your reaioh. In Chaptér 5, we look atilie experiences
of Adivasi and Muslim communities. Chiapter 6 discisses ways in which the govermment as well
a5 these communities themiselves have tried to address marginalisation through various struggles
The government does this through its law-making funcrion and through different policies and
schemes that specifically target these communities as beneficiaries.

We have used 2 variety of pedagogic toals In this unit — data, poems, 2 staryboard 2nd 2 case-
study, Use the storybioard to discuss processes of marginalisation experenced by the Adivasis,
The case study on Dalits should fead to 2 discussion on the importance of the SC/ST Act a5 well
as the ways in which this law refiecis the Constifution's commitment toFundamental Rights. To
understand the situation of the Muslim comminity, we have used data from different sources,
which can be analysed in the class. Suﬂgﬁ and poems hiave heen used in this unit to break down
the boundaries created Between social science and |anguage textbooks and to establish that, in
the everyday lives of communities, thisseparation does not exist. Moreover, struggles for justice
have produced memoratle poetry and songs that often do not find & place in textbooks.

This chapter does contain several issues that may leatd to contentious discussions within the
classtorm space Children are aware of such fssussand we have to find 2 mature way of discussing
these. You play 2 crucial role in facifitating these discussions in arder to ensure that no child or
group of children feel discriminated against, ridiculed or left out from these discussions
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Understanding
Chapter 5 Marginalisation

What Does it Mean to be Socially Marginalised?

To be marginalised is to be forced to occupy the sides or fringes and thus nat be at the
centre of things. This is something that some of you have probably experienced in the
classroom or playground. If you are not like most people in your-class; that is, if your
taste in music or films is different; if your accent marks you out from others, if you are
less chatty than others in your class, if you don't play the same sport that many of
your classmates like, if you dress differently, the chances are thal you will not be
considered to be 'in' by your peers, So, often, you end up feeling that you are ‘not with
it' — as if what you say, feel and think and how you act are not quite right or acceptahle
to others.

As in the classroom, in the social environment oo, groups of people or communities
may have the experience of being excluded, Their marginalisation can be because they
speak a different language, follow different customs 'or belong to a different religious
group from the majority community. They may also feel marginalised because they are
poar, considered to be of low' sacial status and viewed as being less human than
others. Sometimes, marginalised groups are viewed with hostility and fear, This sense
of differenceé and exclusion leads to communities not having access to resources and
opportunities and in their inability to assert their rights. They experience a sense of
disadvantage and powerlessness vis-a-vis moare powerful and dominant sections of
society who own land, are wealthy, better educated and politically powerful. Thus,
marginalisation is seldom experienced in one sphere. Economic, soeial, cultural and
political factors work together to make certain groups in society feel marginalised.

In this chapter, you will read about two communities that are considered to be socially
marginalised in India today.
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Adlvasis and Marginallsstion
An Adlvast Eamily In Delhl Sema and Helen are

witchifo the Republic Doy parade oh T with their
grandfatner

The Tives of sdemn 5=
iy el st penglr
don's hoow that

Y=, doet they kmow
ampthiviy e gbnuf ey
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Madu winy do fhey olwoys show™, i
aiivasts as anly gancing?

¢
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Suddenly we were told that the ToreSTwas not ours
rorest pificlals and contractiors cut down large
parts G iL Ifwe protested they beat usznd then
tonk LS 10 court, where we did hot hase our

., ldwyers and could not fight our cases.

Ij I

Wher | waz goung, sur elllese in Oishs mas
beutiful, W= got cuergthing we nezdel lrom
ihe Lomed g ihe foreans =oond e We in

purh fespecied the langd, Wiz Toreil, the rese
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Fhen the companywallihs came.
Thes sald there wis [rar are unces
our land, they wanizd to mine It

. They promiced jois and money, it we
= old our land to them, Same
e Viliggers wiss excited, Otherssaid
o ks wolld destroy our fivesand we
B Wolld get nothing. Seme gave
thumbprinis, not realising they were
seiling their landsaff, Oniy a few
were given token jobs. But mast of

5 did mat ==ll.... L TiLE
':-t-:% T 1

Many of us were forced to jeave our
hames ani find seasonal work in
nEaty towns
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Then they beatuand threaigned us Hll
eventually everyone was foiced 1o sell #nd
abandon the land of thelr foretathers They
\ had the support of the author ffies Our
. whoie way of Living vanished overnight,

Forour 30 acrswe gok a litle
money- fram one contractor |
never saw most ot my rriends

again. -

The money hard(y lasted in the city. Wehad
no means of liveiinoed anymore, We were

#|| eramped [mito a tiny renie ronm, How we
missed sur carefree lives, the apen spacs

| hated gy Bk 1o arheal

After 2 few yiears your father got a Jobin
Deini-and we 3{l moved nere, Those were
viery difficuit times_ That iswhy tath of you
dad not go to school for seves| years

Hat e e hawe
fpends |enn sien
wpesk =me Tnglih |

Fillw,

We had mzsed o much ol aur
studres and piher childreh
made Tun of wa We spote
Samthali gl home, ged did ot/
know Hind:

e S0Cia| and Poditical Lie

“You can @il =l them
bt et will g 1€ s
- lat 1o t=pch theme

|owiek | esaild b
shown my fhensds or
wilage befrre @ was
destrayrd.

(e dog Il miake o
mve on thin wary, our
stiwy, the pdivuss stiey
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You just read about how Daduweas forced to leave his village
in Odishia. Dadu’s story is similar to the lives of millions of
Adivasis in India. You will read more abour the
marginalisation of this community in this chapter.

Who are Adivasis?

Adivasis —the term literally means ‘original inhabitants’
_ are communities who lived, and ﬂi‘tEﬂ continueto live,
in close association with forssts: Around 8 per cent of
India’s population it Adivasi and many of India’s most
important mining and industrial centres are located in
Adivasi areas - Jamshedpur, Rourkels, Bokaro and Bhilai
among others. Adivasis are not a homogeneous
population: there are over 500 different Adivasi groupsin
India. Adivasis are particularly numerous in srares like
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Gujarar,
Muahargshtra, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal and in
the north-castern states of Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur, Meghaiaw Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and
Tripura, A state like Odisha is homs to more than 60
differenit tribal groups. Adivast socizties are also most
distinctive because there is often very lirtde lisrarchy
among them., This makesthem udu:a]h differsnt from

C'Dﬂimllﬂ_ltl.ﬂ:i DI‘ﬁ'ﬂ.ﬂ!Sf:d ‘.'!.l'{)liﬂ& P!‘.'iﬂi:"-l:l-ll.’.ﬁ E)'l' ;ﬁf‘f g s g

(casts) or thoss thar were ruled by kings.

Adivasic practise a range of beliet symeme thar are ditferent
from other religions: These ofteninvolve the worship of
ancestars, village and narure spirits, the last associared with
and residing in various sites in'the landscape — ' mountain-
spirits’, ‘river-spirits’, ‘animal spirits’, ete. The village spirits
areoften worshipped at specific sacred groves within the
village boundary whils the ancestral ones are vsually
worshipped at home. Additionally, Adivasis have alwavs
been influenced by different surrounding religions like
Shalkea, Buddhist, Vaishnav, Bhalkti and Christianity.
Simultansously, Adivasi religions themselves have

influenced dominant religions of the empires around them,

65
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Explain at least threc different
reasons why groups may be
marginalised.

Why was Dadu forced to leave
his village in Odisha?

In your own city or village, who
would you think are the
marginalised groups? Dibcuss

E=n you name some Adivasi
communities that live in your
state?

What languages do they
speak?

Do they live close to the
forest?

Do they migrale lo other
regions looking for work?

Chapter 5 Understanding Marginaisation s
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The gharz e ez af tfibel el 1=
tigh vrditonnl aosuses &= afen the anly
weyz a which Adives eommunites are
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for ezample. the Jagannath cult of Odishs and Shaks snd
Tantnc tadinons in Bengal and Assaen During the nivietesnth
century, substantial npmbers of Adivazis conversted to
Chnstanty, wiuch hasemerped 352 Tervunportant relison in
madern Adivas: nstory,

Adrrasis have therr own languages (most of them radsweally

ifferent from and possbly 25 old as Sanskny;, wiuch have
often deeply influenced the formation of ‘manstreany” Indian
langnases, ke Benpsh Senthall hae the lorpest number of
speakers and has 3 apmbcant body of publcatons inchiding:
mapazmes on the mtemet of m &-2mes.

Adivasis and Stereotyping

In Indiz, we usaallr “thawrate’ Adway communities in
particular wavs: Thus, dudnpg school fuinctons: or other
officiz]l evedts or in books 2ad movies, Adivasis ars
mnvanabiv pertreved 1o very stereotvpiczl ways —
colourful costumes, headsear and through their dancing
Besrdes this; we seem to know very hittle about the realities
of their lives. This often wiongiv leids o people belisving
thai thev are exofic, primative and backward. Often
Adivasis are blamed for therr lack of advincement 2s they
are-behieved to be resistant to chanpe or new 1deas. You
will semember that you read i Class VI book how
stereotvpng partcular communities can lead to people

disenrminating apanst such groups.
Adivasis and Development

As vou have alreade read 1n vour hestort testbook. forests
weze absolutely crucial to the development of all empires
and settled civibizations in Trdia. Aetl orss like won and
copper. and gold and alver. coal and dismonds, wmvaltable
umber. most medicinal herbs and amsmal products (wax,
kac, hognev) and animals themsehres (elephants, the maimstay
of impesnsl armues), all came from the forests. In additor.
the comtinuahion of hfe depended heswily on forests, that
help recharpe many of Indw's svert and, as:s becomung
clearer row. ‘cruocial to the avlabihity and quality ot our




air and water Forests covezed the mujor part of our countiy
all the runeteenth centucy and the Adrasis had a desp kmioweledge
of access to, a well as control Sver rinst of thesevastinacts at
teast till the muddle of the minsteenth centory. This meant that
thesere not ruled by larpe states and empires. Instead, ofien
empies heanly depended on Adirasis for the crucial access to
forest resouress.

Thik is radically coptrary to our imape of Adivaeis today a5
wmﬂrmmﬂmdpawﬁwm In the pre-
colomal world, thev weze traditionally ranged huntes-
yﬁmﬂmmm&wm@aﬂmm
also cultrvating n one plice. Although these remuain, for
the past 200 vears Adivasis have been mereasingly forced —
through -economic chanpes; forest poleies and pohitical
force applied b the Stte snd private industiy — to mignte
to bres as workers in plantations, 2t construchion: sies, mn
ndustrics and as domestic workers. For the first timein
lnﬁmmanuarmnnulaghtmmhm&mmm
the forest térritomes.

 tribal people?

What mctals are important in
present-dsy Indfia? Why?
Where do they come from? Ase
there Adivasi populations
there?

List five products that you use
at hame that come from the
forest.

By whom were the following

demands being made on forest
land?

- timber for construction of
houses and rallways

- forest land for mining

- farest land for agriculture by
not-tribal people

- reserved by government as
wilillife parks

in what ways would this affect

What do you think thiz poem
is lrying to conwey?



Thez |28 piiosn: oF Rryamgin I kossad-in
Keinfand dmret of Ofime. Thiz s
(mhinbirst by Tngarra Monts s Adves
eaerTrminy. Mgt i the saee=d sl of
Thiz commmumcy. A FRE(DF SLTIVLT COmEENY 15
piEmmy 18 =t 8 mne a2 iy hes
wiezh mill dissimce thiz Adliss cameuniy
They bace stongly =ised this wojosed
ezyesnpment 304 bave bees joinad by
EmToTTEAITE & el A cme mgment the
poeany I gz penthing In the 2upra= Dot

Soclal and Foimcal Life:

Forest lands have been clzared tor timber and to get land
for-agriculture and industry. Adivasis have also lived in
areas that are richin minerals and other natural rescureces,
Thesz are taken over for mining and other large indusreial
projects, Powerful forces haveoften colluded to take over
tribal land. Nuch of the time, the land iz taken away
forcefully and procedures are not followed. Aceording ro
Diﬁc:mlh.gure.ﬁ, more than 50 per cent of persons displaced
dusto mines and mining projectearetribals. Another recent
survey report by organications working among Adivasis
shows that 79 :per cent of the persons displaced from the.
staves of Andhra Pradssh, Glshamguh_ Odisha and
Jharkhand are tribals. Huge tracts of their lands havealso
Zons under the waters ﬁfhm;dri‘d's of dams= that have been
built in independent India. In the North cast, their land:
repmain highly militanced. As perths dara provided by the
Wildlife Institute of India (November, 2023), India has 106
national parls covering 44,4029 5q km and 573 wildlife
sanctuanies Covering 12376256 sq km. These are areanwhere
tribals originally lived butwere evicred from. When they
continue 1o stay in these forems, they aretermed encroachers.

Losing their lands and accsss o the forest means that tribals
lose their main sourcss of livelihood and tood. Havine
gradually lost aceess to their tradivional homelands, many
Adivasic have migrated to cities in search of work where
they ars emploved tor very low wrages in local industries
or at building or construcrion sites. They, thus, setcaupht
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in 2 cyele of poverdy and depritanon 45 per cent of trthal
groups in roeal areas and 35 per centin urban areas live below
the povertyhne. This lrads to dépntanon i other argas Aany
tribal childrer are mulnounshed. Laeracy tates amony mbals
are also very low

When Adivass are displaced from thesr lands, they loze
mitch more than & sovrce-of income, Thev lose their
traditions and customs —a way of livingand being “They
took our farming land. They left some houses. Thev took
the crematzon ground, temple, well and pond. How will
we surmever savs Gobindha Marsn whe was displaced dae
to 2 refmery projectin Odisha

Js veu have read, there exsats an interconnectedness
between the eéonomie and social dimensions of thbal hie
Destruction in one sphere pameally impacts the gther Often
this process of dispossession and displacement can be
paiaful and vialent. ' '

Minorities and Marginalisation

In Unit 1, vou read that the Constitothion provides
safepuards to rehmons and hnpmstc munonties a5 parct of
our Fundsmental Rights. Why do voui think these minonts
groups have been promided these safesuardsr The tezm
minonty 15 most commonh used © refer o commlnites
that are numerically s ermall in celation 1o the rest of the
population. Howerey, it 18 2 coneept that poes well bevond
mumbers. It encompasses 1sstes of power, Gocess tD TESTRITES
and hias socal and coltuss] dumensions. Asivou read m Unst
1, the Inchan Constitunon secopnited that the culture of
the majoriy influences the way in which socrete and
government might &xpress themselves. In such cases, sz
can be a-disadvantage and lead to the marpinalisaton of the
relatively smaller commitinities. Thuos, cafepnards are nzeded
to protect munogly commpmntes agamst the possthility of
being culturally dominated by the majority They also
protect them agamnst any disenmunation and disadvantage
that they may face. Given certmin conditions, comnnitics
that are ¢mall 10 anmber relatrre to the zest of society may

In your opinion, why i it
important that Adivasis should
hawe a say in how their forests
and forest lands are w=ed?

Chapter 5. Undarstanding MarginaliSaion s



Why do we need safequards for el insecure about their lives, assets.and well-being. This.
. sese of insecurity may gex accénruared if the relations
between the minorisy and majority communities are
&mﬁn.%ﬁmnwdﬁmmm
unmmﬂ:ﬂﬂpmmﬂngln&ra’swhmﬂdzvﬂmw:ﬂd
promoting squaliry as well as justice. As you have already
read in Chapter 5, the judiciary plays a crucial role in
upholding the law and enforcing Fundamental Rights.
Eﬁervmnmaﬂnt[mmapmmﬁhthemﬁthﬂ believe
that :bﬂrFumimmmlnghm hzm bf:m violated. Now
let us undei'stnnd n the contex

Aﬂ:ﬂrdmgmmll Cmsus,]ﬂ[m@m 14.2 percent of
India’ 5mpxmmdar&wnsxﬂcmdﬁu beamarginalized
:ﬂmmnmn"hmm ﬂf thmrh!wmg cumpnmtwel‘v lower
status of socio-cconomic developmear, The data in the three
mhlﬁbtlﬁir dﬂﬂﬂd’-—ftﬂﬁ!dlﬁdrﬁﬂz sources, indicars the
siruation of the Muslim community with regard to basic
amenities, hﬂwmdmhhmmplwmmhﬂmdthemﬂﬁ
below. What do you think these tables tll us abour the
sﬁﬁﬂmm&&:hﬁ[ﬂﬂ:mmmﬂ‘

Which of thess communities have the most and the Teast access fo basic amenities?

—— S0¢13) and Poifical Life i



‘Read the data refated to
-l A = ot sstupd '.g:hnﬂiqum‘lil:leﬂb?ﬂt
hlgb—lﬂ'&l{mﬂlﬂlﬂlftlﬂlﬁﬁ Eﬂ:m&ﬁw}mmﬁa;m&c syt gyt:
Sachar, the commirtes-examined thesocial, economicand .« 25 per cent of Muslim
e&umanﬁm&the%udmwmhﬁmﬂa children in the 6-14 yrar age
report discussed in detail the margins mhﬂ:tﬂﬂﬂTﬂ
community and suggested that a&ﬂmﬂﬁa{:mi,cmﬂﬂmw EmHII :ut.mﬁ;s - s 7
‘and educational indicators the'situation of the Muslim | o0 Iﬁgh:rﬂn':mﬂ of
mmmnnmvw:ﬁﬁﬂnqmb}ata tbﬂr. sﬁ‘mhmﬂmrgmahﬁﬂd any nther socio-religious
dulet community (page 58).
o acoeling for Mk children i | e i o
mmwdxhﬁﬂﬂmthﬂafm&ﬂﬁmmhgmsm situation?

Economic and social marginalisation experienced by
Muslims has other dimensions as well. Like othsr
minoritss, Mu;l:mmﬁoms and practices are sometimes
quite distinct from what s scen as the mainstream. Some —nor
all. Mwi&%wﬂmh&r&w:ﬁa
and these hecome wayz 1o identify all Muslime, Becauss of this,
:hfwmﬂdmbmdemﬁﬂd&ﬁﬁtmﬂ?mémmkthmk
thev ars not like the ‘rest of us”. Often this becomes an sxcuse

I Chapler 5 Undarstanding Marginahsation s
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to trear them differently and diseviminare against them. This
social m;!;giﬂzﬂzar_leﬂ of Muslims inzome instances has led

tothem ﬂugraimﬁ from piams whete they huve lived, often

tzading to t]:lc ghettolzanion of thecommunity. Somerimes,

this prejudics has also led to hatred and violence.

Inthe above section of this chapter, we saw how in the case
of the Muslim communite there used to be a link berween
economic and social m.ﬂ_t‘g;.ﬂ-_ﬁlj._'»a[.::ﬂ"'._._. in this chapeer,
vou read about the situation of '!'EII"EE.”-IS Iﬂ your CuL.. Vil
bock, vouread about the unequal status of women in India.
The experiences of all these groups poirt 1o the fact thar

Eﬂﬂ‘gﬁ.ﬂi]_]jaﬁﬂﬂlu acomples phenomenen requiring a vanety
of 'rt:*axea;&s, measures and safeguards to redress the sftuation.

All of us have a srakein proteciing the ﬂghb_i defined in the
Constitution and the laws and policies framad to realice these
rights. Without these. we will never be able to protect the:
diversity that makes our country tmgue nor realise the
State’s commitment to promgte equality forall,

Conclusion

I this chapter, we have tried ro understand what it mieans
ta be amarginalised community. We have tried 1o look ar
this ﬂ}_toua,h the experiences of differsnt marginalised
communities. | here are different reasone for sach of these
communities being marginalised. Fach experiances
marginalisation in different ways, We have also seen that
marginalisation is livked to experiencing disadvantage,
prefudice and powerlesiness. In India there are several more
ﬂ!ﬁlgl-.?ltm_ communities, like Dialits, of whom you will
read more in the next chapter. Marginalization resulis in
having a low social status and not having equal access 1o
education and other resourees.

Y, the lives of marginalised pecple can and do chiange,
Thus, no one is marginalized all the ume in exacrly the same
wav. If we go back to the two examples of mar gami.nanﬂﬂ
we have discussed, we will cee that cach of these groups has
a long history of strugele and resistance. Marginalised
communities want to maintaie their cultural distinctiveness
while having ‘acesss to rights, development and other
opporrunities. In the next chapter, we will read shout how
different groups have confronted marginalisation.
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Exercises

I, Write in your own words two or more sentences of what you undersiand by the word
‘marginalisation’

2, List iwo reasons why Adivasis are becoming incrensingly marginallsed.

3. Write one reason why you think the Constitution’s safeguards (o proteet minority communities
are very impartant?

4. Re-read the section on Minontics and Marginalisation. What do you pnderstand by the rerm
minorty?

% You are participating in a debate where you have to provide reasons (o suppori the following

stitement: ‘Muslims are o marginalised community’ Using the data provided in this chaper, Tist
two reasons that you would give.

6. Imagine that you are watching (he Republic Day parade on TV with a friend and she remarks,
“Louk at these iribals, They look so exotic. And they seem Lo be dancing all the time” Ll (hree
things that you would (el her aboul the lives of Adivasis in India,

7. In the storvboard you read aboul how Helen hopes lo'make 3 movie on the Adivasi slory. Can
you help her by developing a shon story on Adivasis?

8. Would vou agree with the siatement that economic marginalisation and social marginalisation are
interlinked? Why?

GLOSSARY
Displaced: In the context of this chapter this refers to people who
are foreed or compelled to move fram their homes for big
development projects. including dams; mining etc

Hierarchy: A graded system or arrangement of persons dr things. Usually
persons 3t the botinm of the hierarchy are thesz whao have the least power. The casie system is 3 hierarchical
system and Dalits are considered to be 3t the lowest 2nd.

Ghettoisation: A ghetto is-an area or Jocality that is populated largely by members of a particular
community. Ghettoisation refers to the process that leads to such a sifuation. This may occur due to
warious socigl, cuttural and economic redsons Fear or hostility may zlso compel a communtty to group
together 35 they feel mor secire living amonast their own. Often 5 "ghettosed’ community has few
aptions of moving out, which may lead to them becoming aliznated from the rest of the society,

Mainstream: Literally this refers to the main current of a fiver o stream. In this chapter it is used to refer
to a cultural context in which the-customs and practices that are followed are these of the dammant
community. In connecton with this, mamsiream 15 also used to refer to those peaple-or communities that
arc considered to be at the centre of a society, te often the powerful or dominant group.

Militarised: An area where the presence of the armed forces is considersble.
Malnourished: A persan who does ot get adeguate nutrition or food.

ricll Chapter 5. Understanding Marginalisaiion s
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